November 9, 2020
IN HONOR OF ROBERT GRISWOLD

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 9, 2020

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Robert Griswold of
Huntingdon County for his service in the
United States Navy. He is an outstanding
Pennsylvanian, and | am grateful for his serv-
ice to our nation, the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, and our community.

In Pennsylvania and across the country, our
veterans have served and sacrificed for Ameri-
cans’ freedom and our values. They answered
the call to serve and fight for us—at a great
cost. Truly, our veterans are the best of Amer-
ica.

In Congress, it is my privilege—and my re-
sponsibility—to stand up for those who have
served our country in uniform, as well as to
recognize these brave Americans. As a nation,
we are indebted to them. On behalf of the
13th Congressional District, | thank Mr. Gris-
wold for his service to our nation and our com-
munity.

—————

RECOGNIZING EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR JOSE CAMACHO

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 9, 2020

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the career and service of Mr. Jose
Camacho, who has retired after serving 37
years as the Executive Director of the Texas
Association of Community Health Centers
(TACHC).

Armed with his unwavering commitment to
improving the lives of those less fortunate, Mr.
Camacho earned his law degree from the Uni-
versity of Texas in 1973 and worked in private
practice until 1979 when he became the Direc-
tor of the Farmworker Policy Impact Project at
Texas Rural Legal Aid in Austin. In 1982 Mr.
Camacho became the General Counsel for the
National Migrant Referral Project and in 1983,
he began his career with TACHC as General
Counsel where he assisted in the develop-
ment of the organization. Mr. Camacho be-
came the Executive Director of the Texas As-
sociation of Community Health Centers in
1984 and served in that capacity until his re-
tirement in 2020. Mr. Camacho’s career was
devoted to the development of grassroot, com-
munity-controlled organizations in low-income
communities whose purpose is to provide
comprehensive health care services to medi-
cally indigent residents. Mr. Camacho’s north
star has been the Federally Qualified Health
Care Program which affords low income com-
munities the opportunity to mobilize residents
around the need for culturally appropriate
health care services and develop a system of
health care that is responsive to local resi-
dents.

TACHC is the federally designated primary
care association for the state and is the link
between federal, state, and local entities pro-
viding health care for Texas’ most vulnerable
populations. TACHC started with a member-
ship of seven (7) community clinics in 1983
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serving approximately 7,500 patients annually.
While the organization had a humble begin-
ning, Mr. Camacho’s forward-thinking and
leadership helped grow it into the reliable and
successful organization that exists today. Dur-
ing Mr. Camacho’s tenure, TACHC exceeded
expectations and extended service to over 100
organizations within Texas. As the largest net-
work of primary care clinics in Texas, TACHC-
member clinics have over 550 delivery sites,
throughout Texas providing health care to over
1.6 million patients annually; approximately 80
percent are patients with incomes below pov-
erty. Heavily involved with the Texas State
Legislature, the United States Congress, local
community action groups and the American
Health Lawyers Association, he initiated nu-
merous legislative proposals which improved
how health services were provided in Texas.
Additionally, he initiated cost-saving contracts
which helped save money for community
health centers and allowed them to increase
and expand valuable services to patients.

Health centers serve communities suffering
from shortages of primary medical, dental, or
mental health providers. Their mission is to
serve low-income and uninsured individuals
who lack access to quality and affordable
healthcare. With Texas continuously leading
the nation in the number of uninsured, now
estimated to be well over 5 million in 2019,
Mr. Camacho made it his mission to advocate
to the state and federal government to
strengthen and preserve the health care safety
net and assisted in the development of health
centers in medically underserved communities.
He negotiated and reviewed legal documents,
conducted policy analysis, and drafted legisla-
tive proposals on behalf of TACHC and the
community health centers the association
serves. In additional to his role of General
Counsel to TACHC'’s Board of Directors and
members, Mr. Camacho provided steadfast
support directly to Texas Health Centers,
keeping them informed, designing and imple-
menting training programs related to regu-
latory requirements, legislative changes, in-
dustry trends and available opportunities—all
with the focus on expanding access to care
and enhancing both the quality and scope of
services provided to vulnerable populations
across Texas.

Needless to say, Mr. Camacho has had a
tremendous impact on health services in
Texas, and his work will not be forgotten. His
commitment to and vision for TACHC laid the
foundation for its future success and set an
example for community health centers
throughout Texas. He cares deeply about the
people he served and consistently showed
what it meant to be a good leader. He guid-
ed—he motivated—he inspired. The dedica-
tion that he exhibited should be a constant re-
minder of how we should live our daily lives.
This recognition is to commemorate Mr.
Camacho for his loyalty and devotion to oth-
ers, and for ensuring the best quality of health
care for all Texans, especially those with lim-
ited resources.

As we move forward, let us take the time to
also appreciate the service of heroes among
our community like Mr. Camacho—all those
individuals who spend their lives committed to
service and ensuring health and safety of oth-
ers. In the words of President John F. Ken-
nedy, “As we express our gratitude, we must
never forget that the highest appreciation is
not to utter words, but to live by them.” And
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so, we take time today to express our grati-
tude for Mr. Camacho’s work. His impact on
the health status of Texans has been incred-
ible. The example he set in his career serves
as the model of commitment and dedicated
service that many of his former colleagues
now live by. We are so grateful for Mr.
Camacho and his life’'s work. His legacy of
service to the less fortunate is truly remark-
able.

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing the career and service of Jose
Camacho.

IN HONOR OF CLAIR GREENE

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 9, 2020

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Clair Greene of Hun-
tingdon County for his service in the United
States Army. Clair is an outstanding Pennsyl-
vania, and | am grateful for his service to our
nation, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvanian,
and our community.

In Pennsylvania and across the country, our
veterans have served and sacrificed for Ameri-
cans’ freedom and our values. They answered
the call to serve and fight for us—at a great
cost. Truly, our veterans are the best of Amer-
ica.

In Congress, it is my privilege—and my re-
sponsibility—to stand up for those who have
served our country in uniform, as well as to
recognize these brave Americans. As a nation,
we are indebted to them. On behalf of the
13th Congressional District, | thank Mr.
Greene for his service to our nation and our
community.

———

NATIONAL NURSE
PRACTITIONER’S WEEK 2020

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 9, 2020

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, |
today to recognize National
tioner's Week.

All over our nation, nurse practitioners serve
as trusted health care providers for patients.
They work tirelessly to diagnose and treat pa-
tients with COVID-19 and to combat commu-
nity spread nationwide, while grieving their col-
leagues who have lost their lives during the
pandemic.

Nurse Practitioners work to expand access
to care in underserved communities, and end
health disparities in health care. They provide
high-quality primary, acute and specialty care
services while focusing on health promotion,
disease prevention, health education and
counseling, guiding patients to make smarter
health and lifestyle choices every day. They
are highly skilled practitioners with advanced
education and clinical training, building upon
their initial registered nurse preparation. The
confidence that patients have in Nurse Practi-
tioner-delivered health care is evidenced by
the more than one billion visits made annually
to Nurse Practitioners across the country.

rise
Nurse Practi-
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